SLITHERTIGS. (6 Jurmer il
Publishit for I'mpa by Soedy, familiarly knovn as Chandler Dev is, AS,
USIR_Viz, Bliot GL2, Comoridge 38, lass

Sins the lst Blithe ‘ng som chenges hav been made, Du to my en-
listment in the Favy I ncw ©ind myself, 1lille s8¢0 many Fapans, with less
tine v ny lands than-cver befor. (Not that the V12 r ogram is particu-
larly tuf; but v gee, Tf'm taking 2 mor corses than the Navy requires,)
The natural effect of this on my fanzine is a drastic enlar jment.

In respons to vnopular demand I'v eliminated som of the mor trubl-
sorl features of my s»3lling systen; but just to make sure nobody can
recd wy stufrf «ribhovt o ¢ :uggl I'n initiatinz som even less comprehen-
sibl abbr-ns, I howve yu ar all thoroly baffld, especially Langley
searles.

The 3rd change is the introduc-n of som original creativ riting.
Home il meets nor favo:r fron TFapa than it hes froum pro editors,
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Dialogue
by Saville Sax
Characters

Hlelic, a dictator
Alanna, his nmistress

(Helic alone)
Helic
Restless Cod.
Joy in action!
o slecp, no sleep!
Bhward:l onrrard to conquest,
Today srhile they sleep
\IO ;.)Lr ”11;0 .

(inter .lanns}

Alanna
Je it true thet you whom I love,
The child of crt and beauty,
Jheel s syrérd of dcath,
Turn rivers inteo tears?
There is yet tims,
Time to repent.

Helic
My dreems are of flowing blood;
Bloed is life, vater death;
So onward, onward to conguest.
In tie channels of the backward tide of history Irfllow,
IMow irresistibly in the guise of fate,

Alanne
You break the billion garden-sheltered dreams,



Halic
Thore are no gardens;
Dead metal rules the living heart.
I give it )ile with blood.

Llanna
Haotel hete ryour 4208 religiom,
You shout i every ea:,
You ciymn the ajr with fsaz,
You charge each eye with Lears
Till all become the sky and drcwn the carth.
Ifothers torn from their children,
rathers unammed, unlegged,
Shattered lives in fragments,
And you care not!

Helic
Nothing lives or is for walch I cure.
I do not do such thiings with haie.
They are long calr thoughts
Thrown over the flemes of 1life.,
I feel as if I floested on a rivex:
ith the sky above
And the wind playing its melody on reeds,
Yet now the fleeting images
Transform themselves to flesh and life,
You know, I often think that if there were a God
He would not know that he was there;
Bach thing thought would be,
And being would be there in perfect Iknowledge,
Yet not knowing that it was.
I feel lille that cometiwnes,
And all the world becomss a dream
Vfhere touch deceives the eye
And eye in spite deceives the touch,
50 both confirm the lie
And all is endless desert of myself. . . .

Alame
I love you for what you arentt, love,
The lost promise whiclh is your hate.

purpose
by Chandl er Davis

cmoothly, regulerly paddle,

Dip the blade in wp to the top exactly,

No farther,

Do not speak or even shift your  ot, change nothing,
Just paddle, smoothly,

Across The mountain-cirgled lake into the channel,
Smootkly, silently,

Under low-arching branches paddle,

Hugzing the islanrdts edge, but never breaking stroke,
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Paddle om, watnching the rays fram ycur shadow in the weter,
~-You cont wnew pveh, bup what do joun carse? you're here,--
Smoothly, silcutly, reggu.erty paddle,
Leeve no slighiest rinple in your wake as you go.

Spring Superflucus
by Ditto

i/hy this wild color, eserth,
Tirig green?
You soil that chcoculd be brovm ond icy-hard,
\lhy this green Tlare chns plays aloug yoor surface?
You trees thot gncuvlid e gauanl, & ick~iigure ghests,
Way aow this gauldr ¢hroud avtout each onoe
Toat glows in the twilighe when the sun hags sev
And blinds the eys witn green?
You flovers, vioclenily sed Zr purple,
hy this unrestrained, ecstatic bemubty?
~ 3 ¥

Before, there was a gl ow, grgy peace,
Indifrerent monotony. 4

It is still there, surely I see 1t still,

But hard o see 1t under tho Toliage

That bubbling end tumbling flows madly through all space,
Hiding the rest and always itself dtruding.
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The Caves
also by Yo Ed

There are caves which have no end, and thore is silencs,

/nd thare are half-scen, whitely-glowing th ings;
Black rivers viind £t a: eavern into cawvern,

Thore is no gcund but what the river € ngs;
Joundlesss, a challky, phosphorescent night-bird

I'lies throush the twilight on trenslucent wings.

The twisted, moveless guardim s of tho caverns

Are somctimes living things that turn their gaze
o watch you ag you follcw over Tarther

Your threading of tihiis vast and gray-walled maze.
Others live nov; they standa as i alive,

But it is not glecp vhich zives thoir eyes that glaze.

How ceme you to this placc? There ig no teclling,
Or is this maducess? Tha you cannoct say.
Who else is here? This questia you can answor:
Mo one but silence; he will elways stay
To seerch writh you tarcush thesoe long, horeless grottoes

Sl

Far that logt road which lecads up to the day.

There are caves which have no asnd, and there are night-things
On rivors moviags tortuous and sliow;

Gray vastnesscs risc to the roof ebove you,
Black vactncesegs sink infinitely below;
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Tuwe guleh, uneolioplod waler whispers ever
L xsnﬂtcae, meiiifivous and 1ow.

Yet hear! A mlghity shoit "Jngd tlrovgh the caverns;
rios, fr;ugh CHATET eI of aMe™ NeTS L oYory
Thae sound £ills aill lhts roclk-hound world's gray silelce!--
Stall unpuroucbed tha glsgsy bird-shapes Ty,
STIll unnertursed ths sidrisch (avewtbixgs wveteh you;
Thew knsw vou wouid ory ouh, and Lthey lrew why.
Speeclhiiras w1 - hoswuilie. bands of glowlsg mve-Ghings
Yol you, as b2y witl watch you till you dle--
Titl in this moncchrcin werld of loneness,
“i1l, in this wcerld of monody, you die,

Physics: MasgisenerpgyisspaceistimelsmassisenergyisspaceisGertrudeStein

ihe Science of Blithering: wherin I ezpound, remify, & perorete
Itv been treveling & good deal this last year & it's ropeatedly
struck me low grent ax the vari-na in oar su»poscedly uniform national
tong. The Baltimcre proaunc.-n of Yout” is £ und only in a very limited
erea on the seaberd, and it'e so difrent from what you hear a hundred
1:iles to the went thets thery mite be difficulty in comprehen-n. The
Penmsylvania Dubch g onﬂ for hin", the Boston "world”, whose vowl sound
almogtusmasics of the Ieench “u", and thoe way Norm Staniey pronounces
"hard? as "had”, ar o m equally notomorthy fenomena, Not to men-n the
sevral dlntlﬂoﬁ languajos found within the city limits of New York.

laybe I caﬂ get a2 moral out of this. The US is the most homogeneus
popul-n of its size in the world: larj #s of peplc ar “ontinually tra-
veling from 1. rog;uq to anothar, so that it's tul for dialocts to arise.
If even this cuntry cen mrescrv guch ilinguistic difronses as tho abov,
the indic-n vud sccm to be tuat a woridiride unirtorm languaj is impos-
1ibl, or, rathecr, thet if it vas adopted it vud not stay uniform long.

I hav 1 supersti-n & only 1. In my medicin cebinet ther is a card-
|tord container l boeld "ilolynos®, & cvey morning & nite befor brushing
[Lg tecth I o thru the ritual of inverting the stupid thing ove my
toothbrush, JOuhlnF ever comes out; I suspect the containcer has been em~
.uy for at loast 2 months. It cc*tanly sccms that rather than go on with

| thiz proccdure for the rest ¢ my life I shud take the timc som day to
invest igate & £ind out if ther!s enything in thoer or not. Bubt I'm always
' in @ hurry & after all therts no very strdéng reason why I shudn't go on
Coretending I use toothpowdor.

This dissert-n too has a moral. The vast majority of recligius pe-
phe hav oxacily the samo ab tituwdc toard rcligion, They don't lno derf in-
itly what bhqf believ; the oxtent of their theology scems to be that
they bclicv in santhing, by jiminy. Furthormor, they = ntimocs sonsibly
edmit thet they dnt't earo whether what they beliov is "tru” or not. But
vhy shud thoy ocuit going to church? That!'d cost mor of fort than continu-
ing to go., It's not worth it.

1 of the Iarvard profs gets off a littl epigram as follows. Reli-
Gion 1s pooiry mistaking itsellf for siens: it & tomis, to anser unanser-
abl ouos—ns. Reword that to apply to the unillOSOfICﬁl masses: religion
is Indif ferons mlotaklng 1tsclf for belicf beoos it asks no ques-us.


asks.no

These scrrwy oprel'ing systems Floating eround fandom, my own in-
¢luded, ar harily htfb coulmeit, hut Irr oure I'm going to weaken &
conform to tThe g‘ﬁ»?'i fen custum of svoutuiyg on gubjects no 1 givs a
dam about. As follovs,

Non of the systoms er logical & consistent., They ar composed larj-
ly of idiosyncracys. Stanisy says "bizniz®y Vidner says "Bym“, & Acker-
man-~ well, nobody knows what Ackorran is saying. But we shiud hang on
to our idiosynoraoys. I eny 2 fcu use the same system ther will be a
tendency for-an esobteric languaj to Gev o1on, & for this to becom mor &
mor esoteric, until finally a gcod fan mite rite the lst sentens in
this paragref thus: "0 ¢yshis o log & c¢sist.® Gah!

Memo to inventors o7 e-vwes Vklen yu'r trying to imegin a being complete-
ly difrent from Howc, et Just as wall obrad to its environment, don't
forget that naturz'c am.izipated yu here on erth with the plant king-
dom, Plants & anlma’s 2 3ifreqr eaf o hav com from difrent planets.
Comparc the hier foims in poth grups,

Plants Animals

Fotosynthesis Mo fotosynthesis

Cell walls; cytokinesis by cell Nc call walls: cytokinesis by fur-
plate rowing

Growth thruout life; mitosis in Limitod growth poriod; mitosk 1in
meristematic regions; mature any part of body; most cells 1liv-
body lar jly made of dcd cells ing

Littl extraccllular diges-n; vas- Diges-n lerjly extracellular; vascu-
cul<n thru singl cells lar cavitys common

o locom-n Locom-n

That's all I can think of offhand, bt I can make my podnt without
refcrring to the en:yolopcdia, Inventors of o-ts to date hav been pik-
Grs. Sure, uhClP poasters hav becn cxternmally protty wild-looking, with
butiful bureyo & dangling tentacis; but thelr alienncss has usually
becn just the alienuncss of the olabl or the dodo. Vietr looklhg at &
pretty woird anime:l vvhen we l1ook at the runofthemill b e m, but, dog-~
gon Jit, wetn spill JkuhLﬂ@ at an animel. Lov's soc somthxng as li ttlg
like either terran k’ngdor ac they ar like cach- other, & that'll really
be somthing. Evon ir it has got 2 oys & u nose,

I rercly read books ar storys on other fen's rocommend-n, but in
caso som TFapans hav a difront policy on fen reviews I'1ll report that I
got a big cliawrj out of Lionel Trilling's Of Tnis Time, 6f That Place,
from the Partisan Reviow fxm JTauFed L3. No, 1tTs mot fantasy. Ly eres
it is hardly fic-n; at lcast 3 of the ParaCuels ar drawn directly from
Harveard st udonts & facnlty {or-so I hav deduced), But I must men-n it
to spite Langley Soarlcs again, og well as becos it's far bd ter than
most of the fantasys I°'v reod rocontly.

Math: Delta lojecthoncus ilonloasstnanvholessthantrotalessthansigmalossth
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Blz..ther:l.ng Rotorts to the March. miling

Browsing ;ﬁ‘,”l;. 5- Maybe yu cud giv me da*l;a on & book calld Red Snow,Dontt
¥no the othor, dbut it!s about ovents after evry 1 @ erth ha d s:mul'ban-
_euuly becom ster:.l.

YHos 79 Reply to Tom Gartlxor. A new mu’o-n wud. not hav to ocour ‘to .pro-
duce & mejor ohange in the race, It wud simply bhe a meb ter of seleéc-n
of traits now.pregent, san of valch sr the result « recent mut-ng &
som of which hav been around for quite a while. In hopes of meking the
genoral principl clearer: than I did in the orle;:mal artiol - It ll Q.v an
sxampl lon{,th of arms.- B L _ :

Ther was an mstruc'bor here at Harverd who cud tuch the losr pert
of his neecap without stooping over. Now environmental factars may hav
contributed-an inch or so of this fenomenal length {eltho I don't kno
how). Still, it & clear that if ther ar, say, 5 genes affecting length

of arm within normel 1limits then this man must hav had all 5 genes for
length,: Ordinerily yu'd expect a porson to hav at least 1 shorterm gene
(no pun intended-~ not mach). This partiouler trait isn't very strongly
prosurvivai-- I cantt think & &y benefit from it exept facilitated
backseratehing~-~ but i 4% was, if the longerarmd wer selected, then
within 10,000 years yu mite find evry 1 tuching his nsecap,: by preserw
only o the gones cur. Harvard Ingstructor has, without any new nmt-ns'
having apneard .

I d:.dnft se’c that smﬂ. 1 10 OOOyear maximum for a ma jor- char ge 1In
the race becos I thot an ox’c‘rordinary # of mut-ns wud occur in that
period,: but: becos I-thot.ther is elredy present an ext rordinary amount
of - veri-n in many. of the traits which civil-n terls to select. My rea-
sons for thinking this, Tiv Given, Perhaps' nmt-—ns will be numerus, oi-
ther becos of 1a’oorator3r radi-ns or frun scm other cos; ‘depend ng on
the 1x.; nature’bhe speed with which they ar seleocted will vary. But with-
out mut-ns man.cud becom guito difrént. Notis in the sbov exampl that
oven the longestarmd man & today mite still be missing 1 longarm gene;
in wht h case evry men of 11,944 AD mite cxeed any men of 1944 . Sins
ntelligens is doutless ovornd by & much greater # of genes, e gimilar
increas in. :.n'bell:tgons is c*1;13_1 mor 11kely _

. Changos o othor ki.ads may also bo mor llkely in man than in other
animels, ovon assuming the rate. of amppoarens of mut-ns isntt affected
by civil-n. Vhy do I say man is. mgr:ff ioantly difrent firom the majority
of othor species? Simply becos he is anparenm_y the result of sevrael
recent mut-ns. Now I don't kno if ther's any tendency for mt-ns to com
in bunches; if ther . is, ther's no dout we shud be looking BT a crop of
0dd Johns. If the tondency doosa't GTZI.S‘L—* I still think we shud Rea-
son follows, _

Thor ar a 1ot . of casoes on record wher evolutionary changes hav oc-
~ourd of such a maturo as.nct to.be accounted for by a singl mut-n. E g,
the repid rate at: which the gquirrels & rats hav produced new verietys
in recent times. (Dogs I guess-arn't e valid exempl.) On the other
hand yu hav the li¥ing fossils, which presumebly produce mut-ns, but
hay produced few successful ls for millions of years, Unless we assume
that mut-n rates naturally vary {(a possibl assum-n at that), ther's on-
1y 1 explen~n left, The ¢rop of recurrént mui -ns which keep appearing &
being weeded out of most spocics mite include sam which, eltho unfevor-
abl now & repeatedly clininatcd in the past, wud be favorablg after &
certen now major mub~n; Then eftcr the new mut-n takes place they mitw
com up agen, in tho normal cors of owents, % bo reotaind, cosmg a radi-
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cal chenge in the organiem, The living fossil jJust nevar happead to hav
that 1lst important mut-n thet wud hav let down the Lars on all the mi-
nor improvenents that ar inherent in it. :

Prospect for Heapiens: Scm of the genc cherges which 4 1 thru the-
Pleistocene kept m oducing nonviebl freaks ar geins to repeat once mor,
becos the tendency for them to repecat isc inherent, like the tendency
toard hemofilia; only this time, beccs of evol-nsry & environmental
chenges sing the Pleistocene, they'r going to produce very viabl super-
menl

I'v beon amus ing myself by working out a statistical method for
checking the ebov principl., It's an airtite method, if only I B d a
time machine, So, Tom, if yu went to test the truth of my arguments, I
suggest yu offor the use of yor hyperspacial tcmponaut...,.

Speer's "oldmaidlsh misgivings about scandel® ar clearly justified
by Laney'!'s remarks elswher in the meiling. Any cult whoso members not
only put such opinions in riting, but even guplicato them & disseminate
them far & wide, ar in danger of freqmgsens—nal mern~n in th e Hearst
rress if they ever do anything to cater public ey. Slan Center wud
attract considerabl atten-n, at least in the immedilat neiborhood. & to
mo any advantajes SCentor mlte offer (whether or not free lov was in-
cluded) wudn't be worth the price of social exclu-~n.

Light ;#130: In which Croutch complctely silenses all objec-ns that his
material isn't as filthy as promist.

Flecting Moments: Tho som of these wer interesting, ther was h rdly_l
that ﬁ;f;fsn't mard cither by a two-abrupt change of mood or an enticli-
mactic cliche., I am less imprest with the VYM than wer Edwin Markhem,
Robert Frost, & Robert P Tristrem Coffin, '

Horizons 5;2: I'm with yu 100% on the mroposel to incorporate forein
words & frasces into English. : :

Phanny: 7ith yu 100%, 0 o-- in thinking the talk o Slen Center saving
the world is mar than slitcly absurd. I still think Awjr was kidding
in his original "Pipe Dream" articl; I certanly hone so....My articl
in Bfty6 mey oxemt no pertidl 1y from “he #ccus-n o ignoring interre-
lasnships between cultural & cecnomic factors, T den't kno, Yor analy-
sis € antiSenitisn is very menctratiae & I think very @ curaet.

Apenbite of Inwit i%4: No, Doc, "asonbito' Iz rite,...I think yor way
of looking at the problem & genius is- p obly nearor the truth than
Thompson's. (So docs Stanley; see FT #6. Sec also my comments on Yhos,
abov,) I red a sbudy & musical familys which *ndicated musical @ nius
depended on at least 2 difrent genes in add-n to those for pitch,
rythm, etc {absolute pitch is a singlgene recessiv). So the tru gonius
wud be a fortuitus combin-n of say 25 & tl genes for genius, Of cors
it's possibl that a favorabl for 1 kareecteristic & en unfavorabl for
another mite be carryd by the same genc, o genes which wor ardinarily
adjacenty which reduces chances,

Yor at tank on the hiten-n thinker is unjustifyd., He is simply a
geniun in sevral traiss relating to intellcctual power, Of cors he can
arrive at rong ansers if glven falr date; <f cars he 1s subject to
prejudis. So what? He's s3%ill mcr 1ikely to be rite then we ar....

Liked Michelrfs ewticl....7cllLeim has been kept from enjoying mu-
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sic by whatever uﬁmu51cal person taut him that music was supposed to
convey specific pictures

tomponotological
SusPro: Speer points out Boucher's serius FdBAfAYL#dY error, yot
Thinks Berrier 1 of the yeer's best. Fa mc that ruind the whole story.

Mopey :‘16: Now let's get this strait., Yu think “"oollectivism offers
betfor promis than rugged indi vidualism," yet yu ar antiunion & prodis-
crimin-n-- hardly collectivist, Yu decry the “hermful rcsults of encar-
aging feelings related to loathing & hatred,” yet yu publish the S-F
Deonocrat, The naturel conel-n is that yu lov to ®mlk lile & 11beral but
just can't bring yorsclf to t 1.

UOTGO“YX 3:3: Vionder if reac-ns {© the very oandid iPapafile” haed eny

indilucns on Russ's docision to quit fandom?

Wolt's thmbllnﬁﬁ My alteriobby duplicates yors in evry detail, %Walt,
SO 1 can't add much to the disc-n, gy theptas ‘I, thing: "1-don't share
yor-fobia for hillbilly music, whlch I clase with commercial dans mu-
sic, popuier sonmgs, Irish ballads, & lite classical as tolerabl stuff
that ot lcest may drowvn out the discord of = lens, For sorius lissening
ther ar 2 elternativs: 1) hot jazz & hoozicwoogile, & 2) ‘classical®,
whether/ symphonio, ch&mber, or piano, Bach, Bc¢ethoven, or Shostako-
viteh. My violent dislikes in music ar fows 1) Guy Lombardo & Sammy
Kaye I loathe; 2} oxtravagantly colorful harmon-n somtimes irritatos me,
¢ g Herry Jmios’s Irinco Charming & V/illiam Schuman's Symphony for
Strings, 2nd movemcnt: 3) I disiiko passionatly the .guy who plays his
clarinet in the next room when I want to lissen to the Boston Symphony.

A Tale o tho Tvans 2;2: Good, good, an argumont., Hero is my 2¢ worth.
If The fhypothetical man who had d 1 knoledj didnt't kno he was omnicient
he shud be able to impgin, for he wud not kno thet his fantasys wer not
within the bounds of posqlbillty. Nov this is an impossibl casc; the
wen, knoings cvrjthlnﬁ, must Imo he's omniciont. The a gument roduces to
the gues-n ‘whothor tinis 1 add-nal fact wud otomaticly stiflo his ima-

A nativ novIer s,

T e e

in Gapde ;%9: Liked the karecter-n of the oduc-nal systom as.e conspira-
¢y to discoraj thot. Also the butifuily legalistic way yu lst spent 3
PP rxmlaining that yu didn't exclude Depler & then took another 2 pp
ﬂOlltln{ ouv that evon if yu did cxclude hﬁa it vas 0K,

Lileyts Meg: Dosgon it, T gtill insist that that < atoment is meaning-
Toss about “statistdes” shoing "the intolligent man to be the oxop-n
rather thon the rule." Becos what does Yintelligent' mean? I0 200, 1Q
160, sombody whom HMilton Rothman edmires, or what? .

YanDango Li#4: An omasing documont. I'v never met Lancy, but anybody who
roes out of his vay so far & so offen to make cleoar to Gvrybody what a
"hoi polloi critterv he is, must at least be unusual,

- Trec lov I'v discust ahov....Artificial impregn-n, the way I heord
it, is usually recsortecd to by women marryd to steril husbands....

This invectiv agonst us midVietorian fon is most emuging, Laney
the stontorienvoist iconcelest, lecading us from our books & our chess-
bords, proclaiming the QlVldltv of the groat god (M40, introducing us
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t0 the manifold adventijes of sex! Arise, 1libido liberol...Alsc emusing

iz fancy's deduc-n thet free editing of fan articls 1s OK from the fact
tret Beuey Coay 'L,

suniots (G L butiful, long, neat, legibl, interesting, 4isputabl issu,
orddeyts colun of mwozine auotes was the chargiest humor in the mei-
180a . §

Hers's what I mean-about yor oldfashiond use of articls, Normm. On |
D 8 yu use "an nhistory", "an higher', & "an hierarchy', I di sapprove,
«ooPl'wud bo reduced around hoth tho dwarf star & tle rapidly rotating |
wheel, wudn't 1t?....

How for som mor war & stuff, beng bang. I rogret heving to s ert
with an apology., Altho I'v roed at 1 time ar mother all the articls
thet hav appeard in this 0lcc-~n, I dn't hey the all around wher I can
rofer to themy & when I rote that Liftys bit I had forgotten that yu had
defined "eulture", Sorry, Iform; yor defin-n is oquite & ceptabl., I hope
I wvon!'t be sullty &€ any mor such boners,

OK so ther hasn'!t been any ‘ipurely economic war." The reason is
that ther's never been & war which benefited directly evry person in &
cuntry, so_those who saw ther wud be benefited menufactured fony rea-
song why the others shud fite. Or vher almost evry L1 is ber efited, yu
find they state thoir economic motivs, far propeganda purposes, in terms
thot meke them sound drametic, E g the Ame ican Revol-n: “texation with-
out ropresentation” is clearly an economic ques-n, & altho they don't
lock if, so ar 'when in the cowrso o humen events" & "libe ty or
decth', Of cors in this pwoess & putting the coses of the war in emo-
al terms the propagendists seiz on cultursl difrenses, so that ther
seems to be som Justif-n for yor statement thet the latter ar the de-
cidéing factors. :

@ b y T ad
Look at & this way, Between eny 2 ne-ng ther gp elways som cultu-
ral difrenses, so that glven strong enuf propaganda any 2 ne-ns mite
conce ivably be led into war: also in any ne-n ther ¥ r cbly som econo-
wic clases, however smdll & unorgenized, desiring war. So the ques-n is
vhether the actual incidenn of war correlates mor with the vari-n on
the culturel side @ with tlmt on the economic side~~ & simpl ques-n to
decide i wo had acceptabl date, vhich we havntt. Iy reason for teking
the 2nd explan-n iz that the averaj individusl cares jug about 100
times mor about his ovm oconomic situ-n then he does for som pw paganda
he herd dn the radio (& it's lucky D r the stability of our system that
he dces), If it is in his economic intercst to make sam ect which, with
@ without his knoledj, will tend to foment wear-- it!s elmost cearten
he'll make that aoct, On the other hend, an act motivated only by'cere-
bral, nonimmediat concepts will be e matter of relativ indifrens, & may

never be made, This seems to me to indicate the grester importans of
ceonomic feactorg.

liow Yo anger & few of the quibbls yu introduced to becloud the is-
su. {Whet wesg the issu, by the way?)

"Eritish ignorance of the needs of African society' may hav cosd
sok of the fric-n between the imperials & the colonials. Bib ‘why wer
tae blaoks subjusated in the lst place? For economic reasons, Alsco the
fact that difrent societys in Africa (tribal & plant-n organ-ns respec-
tivly) wer dosired, for cconomic reasons m incirly, by nativs & British,
seemg O clinch the wholc ergument. The British, despite their ignor-
ans, vhich 1 cuwmsede, wer quib e awarcthat the Africans did not want to
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be herded onto the plant-ns, but went ahed with the herding just the
same, agen Tor oconomic reasons.

C ihy didcwe fite Germany in W I? I thot I'@ a serd that, Not becos
we had any important economic guarrel with her, but-becos som segments
of our popul-n had economic reasons for vaniing wer, any war. I also
thot I'd made it clear thet these segments included mor than Ymunitions
mekers.” Yu edmit $hat big bisness fabt tens on war contracts but don'd
think that that makes it pro-war. Giv m¢ 1 reason why they shud be
enti-war? Just 1? Remember that bisnessos which lead the cuniry into
vieee uninten-nally, as a result & ocarrying out & finencially perfectly
sound policy, ar included among pro-war influanses, & er even mor im-
poctant then those who inten-nally bring on the conflict. Just as it
yiud be bad bisness for & bank to refuse to loan in a boom period far
faar of incrsasing infl-n, it wud hev been bad bisness for American mo-
nopolists to breek off +trede with Japan befor forst to do so by the
pressw e of public opinion & (incidentally) the opendng of better mar-
kets for their »roducts.

Digr-n: I went to make it clear that I don't think of ell war as &
device of the moguls to bleed the pocr, If I-thot the present war ment
no mor than thet I wudn't be in the Navy now, & that's for sure. Whet
this war does mean mite be warth an erticl sam time in the future. End
of digr~n.

The ques-n of French culture I'v discust with yu sins Eftyb, but
here is my principal ergument in riting: if a na-nal culture "survives”
but not "immwtably," does it survive at all? Arn't yu talking ebout the
mere appearans of continuity du to use of the same lenguaj thruout?
llaybe not.

As for altrulism, let's postpone that feud till we see the next
Serdonyx.

Beyond ;2: Skeptics at Sea is good, bubt the division into lines sug-
M 5ts o meter other than that which I think was intended,

Seppho L' Gad, mor poetry. Chapper's poems wer uncriticizabl, Gray's
also good, Fantastic had a confuging lack of continuity., For the rest,
NOMEOE BTt

Celephais 171: I think yu'r cheating a 1ittl bit in the geme of L4s If
yu consider the square root as a simpl methematical oper-n, i & an ope~
r-n not requiring any use of the # L, yet do not so consider the oper-n
of raising to the power-2 or L., Insted of using 2= -/ , it wud be mor
logical to obtain 2 as L! ~ L (using 4! for the gemma f-n as yu 4id}.
Of cors fd 1 the succeeding s will be muvh herder without that handy
device of sticking in 2 or 2! insted of L whenever they £it better. To
meke up for the abov destructiv criticism, here ar san constructiv ls:
the integral'of.;ﬁx from O to L is 8; the same integral from O to 4!
is 18; 1/B(4,4) 18 146, Those shud help, if yu esllow their legelity, I
suspect it mite be possibl to prove mathematicly how hi itts possibl
Eo £0 in the game, using the f-ns so fer men~nd; b I'm not going to
ry. A

Nucleus 5;1: But hetred for the system thet educated the Japanese for
VAT 1s very nece3sary, nicht wdr?..."Military clichev"?? 0, yu must
mean thetlanguaj invariably used in ritten orders. _

German: hinfiberdurchwiederabwe iterher indurchwiederschlagen haben o




Cirel of Utter Confu-n

Now I certanly won't deny that Campbell is & pretty sharp editor
& has glven us not only the most consistently good stef on the merket
but also & good deal of variety, The occasional stinker which slips

in%o ASF . is generally 1 of those stock pulp storys which ar apparently

ucluded at Streeb&:Smith's insistens & about which it is pointless to
kesp comple ining. -But recently a new othor hes appeard, riting Camp-
pellslgnted stuff, not pulpslanted stuff, but riting it so poorly thet

it’s time to rais & howl. He 1s Wesley Long.

The good. pointg in his storys ar sevral. His teknk el knoled] is
sufricient to make hiz supergiens plosibl (tho insufficient to avoid
cientific errors; see belo). He adds enuf detail to his hyper devices
to put them across; & he accents the “device” part & not the "hyper"
part., His prose is rapid, & to that ext ent at least his s yle is good.
These ar clearly the reasons why Campbell accepted his & orys.

The faults I hav to find with Circle & Confusion & L& ent %Qggg
ar difrent. In his eagerness to make sure Jove wud accept them, Long
atterted to inject into them 2 mor Teatures which the editor has liked
in past ASF storys. The lst is sociological significans. Specificly, he
tr2ats the theme of equality & the sexes. Now ther's certanly no harm
in the subject's being brot up, As a matter of fact, it's about time
sombody did take it up, in a slitely mor intelligent way than did van
Vogt in The Changeling, Wesley Long handls i1t considerably less intel-
ligently., What ar the 2 new points he makes? 1) If the sexes ar really
to be egual, ther shud be no laws giving special protec-n to 1 or the
cther; & 2) advantaj mite be tdken by som of the removal of restric-ns,
Feither point wag worth meking. 1) If ther wern't any laws providing
for maternity leavs, custom wud hav io set pretty herd & fast rules.
After oll, weo hav laws desined to protect workers from industriel acci-
dents; & failure to grant maternity leavs with pay mite present many
women with the elternativ of risking serius injury or simply having no
children, 2) Sandra Dreke, judging from what sens can be red inte Cir-
cle of Confugion, got away with her escapades, not by virtu of women's
equal social pog-n, but by virtu of an influential bankroll. & her
stunt of crashing the Lens, es well as her other brattish tricks, was
mor antisocial:-than simply antimale, If he hedn't insisted on tying her
case UL 80 closely with the thane of sex equality, Long mite hav made
her an intoresting karacter-- a poor littl rich girl who thinks she ows
the world nothing, & who rationalizes her unhappiness by saying men ru-
ind evrything. But when- insted. she is made a relevant ergument in the
ques-n of woments rites, & a target for tho othor's invectiv, she falls
2s Tlat as anything in the storys, & brother, that .is pretty flat to
ol 1% ;

The real tmebl is that the gques-n cannot be delt with objectivly
by any 1 so violently mele-chauvinistic as Long is, That he i1s in favor
of a severe KinderKilcheKirche mrogram is evident. The women of the
spartanly efficient Stetions ar represented as the only dedheds abord,
They never weild an ouns of wraing, or anything mor clpsely related to
the welfare of Pluto than a canopener. In fact, Enid MeBride, whom the
slonnish hero lovd@ with such devd-n, hed not an ouns of brains to
welild, ¥ell, maybe 1 ouns, or 1%; but Long went out & his way to sho
that she was as abysmelly stupid as any 1 over the age of 7 & outside
of an instit-n. He also makes it clear that that is OK by him; he sets
Enid up as the perfect ideal of womenhood, the foil to the hifalutin
Sandra Drake. Apperently he thinks & wmen as houshold fixtures whose
only func-n is to be "Noeble hecaouss ~hey are Mothers,
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So much for that. The 2nd objec~-n applys mrinciply to Latent Im-
age. The main interest in that story was the success of feilure of the
exnerimental drive; the 2ndary interest, Sandra Drake. These alone cud
hav carryd the story quite well enuf, But the othor, gpparently afraid
they wud not, dragd in the situ-n of McBride's having to get fway
across the system to see his wife, It!s perfectly natural that he shud
want to see her, & concei¥abl that he wud be willing to endanger his
ovm & sevral other lives to do so. Slitely less credibl that the others
wud allow their lives to be endangerd by taking off with a new drive
that had not been tested on the ground, & whose propertys they cud an-
ticipate mite he bimar. & still l=ss credibl that Enid wud remain for
days in just that criticval ccni-n vher seecing MceBride wud giv her '"the
lift she ne~ded,® & then, wihen our hero ghows up, sure enuf get the
1ift she usedsd & within minuts be In perfedt helth., Singly, these
things mite be acceptabl: piled 1 on top of the other, they ar much,
much too exrtifinial, & debtroct Tfrom the suspens provided by the simpl
iiOt that the occuvants of the Haywire Queen wer in danger of their

ves,

Wesley Long fails miserebly to make his convers-n natural, Like
thus: when the reason for the emergency flite is explaind, this is la
Drake‘s reac-n:; "!Baby?! sneered 3andra,. '"What woman in her right mind
woul@ have~-! !Your mother,!' snapped Harmond, 'and she mede a mistake, '™
Now yu kno she didn't say that, Mr Long:; yu just wanted to make sure
evry 1 undsrstood that she was o slkunk, & that Hsmmond, being 1 of the
good guyd,¥ was pretty snappy on the comback. To teke another exampl,
Mr Long, I dout if yu or any engineer numbers his equ-ns & uses the
verbiaj of the Annals of Mathematics, when going thrpugdd a simpl integ-
r-n orally, & I dout if a 2nd engineer then customarily asks to hav it
don out @ a blackbord....Minor points, but they add up.

Now for the sientific error in Cirele of Confusion. It's a matter
of optics. Remember that the distangg trom object (Sun] to Lens was of
the same order of magnitude as the distans from Lens to imaj (near Plu-
to)., Therfor the ima] shud be of the same approximat diameter as the
Sun, The 600yard diameter of thet very destructiv imaj formd on Plutols
surfas when the Lens went out of order, is absurd, If indeed the focal
length of the Lens wag made smell enuf to prcéduce an imaj of {this size,
the imaj wud anot be located meny miles out from the Lens itself! The
only way to account for the gitu-n Long describes wud involv a Lens
whose optiscal propertys varyd according to what part of the Sun's disk
the lite came from.: This mite be arranged, at least. in siensfic-n it
mite, but Long didn't men-n it, & it!s entirely unnecessary for the
original purpos of warminz Pluto to & habitebl state.

In concl-n: Long certanly cud, with a 1ittl mor care, rite the
strait sientific type of story at which Hal Clement is so successful;
but as far as I'm concernd he mite just as well stay far away from so-
ciology & complex plots & karacter-rela-nships, which add so much when
well handid, but which, when poorly hendld, add nothing & may distract
the reader's atten-n from the supersientific side-- or may even arous
his ire.

A A
T

He: How much dces it take to meke you dizzy?
She: Two dollars, and my name!s not Dizzy.
Swisher: Questicnable Jjuvenilia.,’
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£l Hull Ixposedt

Ic occurd to me while resding & recent Astounding that E Mayne
Erlite dic-n roesembdbld thot of a certan wellknown othor almost to the
point of identity. For insvans, ther was the use of colong befor dlrect
¢eot=ng, Frequently tho cuot-n wudl start a new paragraf. Quot-ns wer
also introduced by hanging sdverbs, &, if long enuf, broken up by te
fraso "he finished¥. The recurrcns of certan karacteristic frascs was
another clu., Curius to verify my susp-n, I rote Campbell, Spake the
vois from Olympus: “Penheps your judgment of literery styles is sound.
I, Mayne Hull is A.E, vanVogt.” Norman Stanley teke notis,

i
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The Space Pgtrol

How about a revalu-n of that age-0ld prop of interplanetary fic-n,
the Spacc Patrol? They drink, they ouss, thoy swagger & ar just gener-
ally colorful, & it's hard to see what we wud do without them, But the
real ques-n is, what wud wo do with them? Shud they fite pirats, defend
Zrth from the Jovian colonizers, or what?

Piracy in space looks sort of absurd, The difficulty of 2 rocket-
shipd! matching velocitys cen hardly be oversstimeted & is elmost uni-
vorsally undercstimeted by othors., To attack the cargo ship mar eith-
or end of its run, when it is accolerating medly, is an & en wors pros-
peet. Damaging it so that it crashes on a planct is a good way to des-
troy the loot. A good possibility is to put it out of comm~n at suoch
a point as to make it continu in an unaccelerated orbit at a reasonabl
specd; but this, like all othor resorces of the pirat, mite much better
be accomplisht by an inside job., Sneak a man abord the ship with the
inten-n of sabotaging it. To prevent sabotaj the forces of law & order
neced, not the Space Patrol, but a good, hardworking, dependabl Detectiv
Corps, who between trips to Vonus wud spend their time sitting on their
porches reading thoe 2lst contury equivalent of the Hearst Sundey sup-
picments.

Ag Tor the Jovians, any advans imform-n we got about their imminent
attack on Erth wud surely bec from our spys on Callisto & not from our
asteroid-based scouting fors. No scroon of reconnasang shipg that we
cud put up wud stand mor then a wild chans of detccting tho passaj of
the largsest space fleet. & vhon we knew thg wer coming, wud we dis-
potch our star-class cruscrs to meet them? Heck no; the star-class cru-
sers wudn't be able to £ind them. Our defenceés wud be close to Brth &
vhe battl wud take place thor, as I believ Willdy Ley once pointed out.
But cven close to Erth I sort of wonder what form the battl wud take.
It'd dcpend on what the Jovians' proposed attack was to be. & what, af-
ter all, cud they do to Erth if thoy got here unopposed? Eliminating
negasferos & othor gadgets too unlikely for the Congress to conslider
when comiisgioning & Space Patrol-- not much, Our bommers over Germany
do a pretty good job, sins thg ar able to fly at relativly low alti-
tude & slo spoed over a target about which thoy hav deteild knoledj.
Igen with them ther's e lot of hitormiss involvd. I don't think we can
assumc the Jovians' ships, which ar bilt to travel & good # of AUs, ar
also equipt for precision bomming., & I don't see how they cud carry the
vast amount of kemicals or positrons or stuff needed to poison owr at-
mosferc or any such dastardly stunt. Maybe they shud try suicide dives
at the big citys, if any; in which case thos¢ that hit their targets
wud make spectacular displays, cos temblors which seismografs wud duti-
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fully rocord, & then smolder for a few days, having cosd damaj cqual
to cbout a tenth of the tremendus oxpens &€ bilding thenm & sending
therr all that way. The mor T think about it the mor it seems that wars
will probly continu to be confined to the surfaces of planets even af-
ter man is no longer so confined, The only sensibl way for the Jovians
to proceed is to land an inva-n fors somwhor in Siberia (tho even that
isn't so darnd sensibl): we'd fite them with our Erthbound armys after
they landed becos we'd then hav e much better chans than wud the Space
Patrol.

So what's left for cur drinking, dussing, svaggering, & o0 so col-
riul-Patrolmen? Maybe they better just hed for the Ceres hafnium
mines, wher they can cuss & swagger peasfully $ill the end of their
dayes,

My gosh, what'ls this magazine coming to? I!'v spent the last 3% pp
talking about stef, of all things.

Takebackyourdamnieno jughesa [AT8m ul 1T mf a1 ' mf ul TT 'mful TT " wilT fmfull

How 1t come time to suspend blithering opera-ns for today. I may
men-n that the increag of size of this zine vhioh I promist on p 1 d4did
not materialize du to failure of contributors to com across. Not being
Speer, I cudn't rite 20 pp by myself. I may also issu at this time =a

Warning

to all those who may send me sempl copys of subscrip-n fanzines (as
W/ilimezyk, Kepner, Liebscher, & Ashley hav alredy don): I am exerting
all my sales resistans agenst yu. I don't want to get interested in the
subpub field for fear Ehe spirit mepy move'me to get 1 out myself, per-
ish the thot. Besides~~ I think Pupazines, tho less butiful, almost al-
ways contain better material than subzines. Blitherings exepted, of
COrs.,

& until next mailing that is the last feebl blither from

--Seedy



